CHAPTER XII PARASITES OF SHEEP
SHEEP suffer more from the attacks of parasites than any other class of farm live-stock, With few exceptions more sheep die from parasitic infestation than from all the other diseases combined. The losses are largely confined to young sheep and lambs, although older animals may be affected-Young sheep and lambs have very little resistance and fall easy prey.
The life histories and habits of most of the common parasites of sheep are well known. This should make it easier to formulate plans for the prevention of severe losses, but most farmers must learn by experience that treatment for most of these diseases, while helpful in controlling an outbreak, will not eradicate them entirely unless pasture rotation is practiced. This applies especially to intestinal worms.
Ordinarily when sheep are infested with any parasite, there is gradual loss in flesh, progressive weakness, and diarrhea. When a number in a flock shows such symptoms without other apparent cause, parasites should be suspected. It is never good policy to wait until several die before beginning an investigation, because by that time many more sheep will have become infected and many will be too far gone to withstand treatment.
Often a healthy flock becomes infested with parasites through the purchase of animals at farm sales or from public stockyards. Such practices should be avoided as much as possible. These newly purchased animals frequently harbor a variety of parasites and unless they are
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